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MEAT  PRODUCTION  DURING  1952 

Meat  production  in  the  principal  countries  of  the  world,  exclusive  of  the 
Far  East,  is  estimated  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  at  about  77.2 
billion  pounds  during  1952»    This  is  an  increase  of  about  5  percent  over  the 
1951  output  and  15  percent  above  the  1946-50  average  production  which  was  about 
1  billion  pounds  below  prewar  levels^    Increases  over  1951  are  noted  in  beef, 
pork,  and  lamb  and  muttoh.    However,  the  -greatest  actual  increase  occurred  in 
pork,  which  was  up  1,7  billion  poimds  over  1951  or  nearly  6  percent,  while 
mutton  and  lamb  output  was  up  0.7  billion  poimds  or  about  12  percent, 
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1/  Carcass  meat — excludes  offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meat,    2/  Includes 
United  States,  Canada,  Cuba  and  Mexico.    _2/  ^O't-  strictly  comparable  with  prewar, 
due  to  territorial  changes,    hj  Estimates  included  in  the  total.    ^  Includes 
Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran,    6/  Total  includes  41  countries,  vjhich  in  1938 
produced  66,3  billion  pounds  of  meat  out  of  an  estimated  total  70  billion 


pounds  for  67  countries,  excluding  China, 


A  summary  of  this  infomation  was  published  in  the  May  25,  1953  issue  of  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets. 
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Beef  and  veal  accounted  for  about  49  percent,  pork  42  percent  and  mutton 
and  lamb  about  8  percent  of  the  total  output  of  meat  for  the  countries  con- 
sidered in  1952.    The  most  si-nificant  increase  in  beef  and  veal  production 
occurred  in  the  United  States.    Output  in  this  country  was  up  about  900  million 
pounds  over  1951  as  more  animals  went  to  slaughter  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 
Annual  production  in  the  United  States  accounts  for  over  one-fourth  of  the  world 
supply  of  beef  and  veal,    Canadian  production  was  up  only  slightly  due  to 
limited  export  markets  and  the  tendency  to  build  up  herds  in  that  country. 

Most  of  the  countries  of  Western  Europe  either  maintained  or  made  small 
increases  in  beef  and  veal  output.    However,  production  in  the  United  Kingdom 
was  down  about  100  million  pounds  as  a  result  of  declining  aniixial  numbers  on 
farms  and  a  drop  in  imports  of  slaughter  cattle  from  Ireland^    Small  increases 
are  noted  in  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  New  Zealand  and  there  was  some  falling  off 
in  Australia,  Chile,  and  Uruguay,  possibly  as  a  result  of  more  emphasis  on 
sheep. 

Countries  of  VJestem  Europe  and  North  America  account  for  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  world  production  of  pork.    Continued  favorable  coarse  grain 
prices. and  the  strong  demand  for  meat  resulted  in  an  increase  of  over  1  billion 
pounds  of  pork  products  in  l/estern  Europe  in  1952,    The  increase  in  the  United 
States  was  not  as  large  as  in  previous  years  due  to  slowing  down  in  the  hog 
numbers  cycle  and  the  unfavorable  corn-hog  ratio. 

Production  of  mutton  and  lamb  was  up  in  1952  in  all  the  major  producing 
countries  reflecting  the  higher  level  of  world  numbers  and  the  liquidation  in 
some  countries  because  of  the  not  too  favorable  outlook  for  wool  prices  in  the 
beginning  of  1952, 

Although  slaughter  of  all  classes  of  livestock  has  increased  from  year  to 
year,  numbers  have  continued  to  rise  in  response  to  the  strong  demand  for  meat 
and  other  animal  products.    The  continued  build-up  in  world  cattle  and  sheep 
Dumbers  indicates  larger  supplies .of  beef  and  mutton  and  lamb  in  1953.  However, 
pork  production  will  no  doubt  be  down  somewhat.    In  the  United  States  smaller 
supplies  of  pork  will  be  compensated  by  a  much  larger  beef  supply  as  cattle 
numbers  have  reached    unprecedented  levels.    Heavy  liquidation  is  in  progress 
and. will  probably  continue. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
reports. 
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